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Another year draws to a close and two excellent produc-
tions behind us. Me and My Girl   was a triumph, with 
audiences and cast alike having a toe tapping time.  Di 
Shepherd, in her debut as a Director, set a high stan-
dard which we know she will repeat in 2006 with How to 
Succeed in Business without really Trying. Congratula-
tions to Jason Bovaird for his Theatre Guild nomination -   
Best Lighting Design and to Shannon Pincombe, Phillipa 
Chalke and Nicolas Waxman for Special Commenda-
tions. Ticket sales for the show were disappointing, 
probably due to the number of local Groups performing 
the piece in recent times. Those that did come thor-
oughly enjoyed themselves and continue to talk about 
the experience. 
 
In our second show, many members were able to shine 
with   the   abundance  of   cameo  roles   in   Tarantara,  
Tarantara.  Rosemary Chapple, always an encouraging 
Director, brought out the best in so many people. Ticket   
sales were very positive,  with the cast entertaining  very   
respectable houses.  Well done everyone involved.  

As I write this message, we are in the midst of a major 
upheaval  at   our  Costume,  Props  and  Set  Storage  
facility – Fleigner Hall. The City of Monash is about to 
refurbish the Hall at a cost of $350,000. For this to 
happen, we have to relocate to temporary accommo-
dation in Glen Waverley. I am most appreciative of the 
assistance given so far in “cleansing” our stock and 
preparing  for  the move in early January.   Wayne 
Motton will coordinate this move and I know he will 
need many willing hands to achieve this in an orderly 
way. 
 
Our Directorial Team for Carmen the Musical - Jaison, 
Basil and Kerryn are well advanced with their plans for 
this exciting show and a strong cast is in place. There 
will be the support of an equally strong Production and 
Technical Team for this presentation which will mark 
our 50th year of performance. 
 
Thank you to everyone involved with our Group in 
2005 and for the hard work at so many levels. I look 
forward to more of the same in 2006! 
 
Chris and I are about to head to England to spend the 
Festive Season with Family and so we wish everyone 
at Babirra a Happy and Safe Christmas and a Joyous 
New Year.  
 
Alan Wright 

A M essage 
from the  
President  
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In accordance with Rule 23 (ii) of the constitution of the Babirra Music Theatre Inc.  I hereby give Notice of the 2005 Annual 
General Meeting to be held at  Highfield Rd. Uniting Church, Cnr of Highfield and Prospect Hill Rds, Canterbury on Thursday  
March 30th ,  2006 at 7.30pm.  Any member who wishes to place an item on the agenda must submit it in writing to the  
Secretary, at least 28 days prior to the date of the Annual General Meeting. 
 

Nominations for the Committee of Management must also reach the Secretary 28 days prior to the said meeting, Nominations 
may be submitted for all positions.  Nomination forms are enclosed and should be posted C/- Lois Moran, Secretary PO Box 983 
Glen Waverley, 3150.    



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Congratulations to Jason Bovaird for his lighting nominations 
for BMT’s Me and  My Girl and Fab Nob’s Baby 
 

 

Commendations 
 

The Guild Awards Judging Panel has issued a list of high 
commendations this year as they realised that with a record 
67 productions on display in 2005, that a list of nominations 
alone could not do justice to the range of top-class contribu-
tions to musical theatre during the year.  So Congratulations 
go to the following BMT folk for their High Commendations.  
 

 Leading Performances 
 

Philippa Chalke, Sally Smith, Me and My Girl, BMT 
Shannon Pincombe, Bill Snibson, Me and My Girl, BMT 
Shannon Pincombe, Bill Kelly, Steel Pier, CLOC Musical 
Theatre 
 

Supporting Performances 
 

Nicholas Waxman, Gerald Bolingbroke, Me and My Girl, BMT 

Director: Jaison Hoernel 
Musical Director: Basil Hawkins 

Choreographer: Kerryn Lilley 
 

Stage Manager: Michael Brasser 
Set Design: Ann Dewer 

Lighting Design: Jason Bovaird 
Sound Design: Greg Ginger 

Technical Coordinator: Daniel Chapman 
Costume Design: Maddy Connellan 

Properties: Keith (Spotty) Spottiswood 
Program Coordinator: Paul Bennett 

Ticket Secretary: Geoff Beare 
Publicity: Jo Buckingham 
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Carmen  - The Musical  

Cast 
 

Don Jose: Ben Logan 
Escamillo: Shannon Pincombe 

Carmen: Fiona Keys 
Micaela: Nicole Wallace 
Zuniga: Bill Connellan 

Morales: Cameron Waters 
Remandado: Simon Evans 

Dancairo: Ryan Jacobs 
Mercedes: Felicity Eastwood-Tromp 

Frasquita: Jo Buckingham 
Lillas Pastia: Paul Hansen 
Guide: Tony Hosemans 

Ensemble / Dancers 
 

Connie Baker 
Larissa Davis 

Julie Goss 

Ensemble 
 

Melissa Bell 
Tania Chomenko 

Owen Davies 
Paul Dernelley 
Dick Dowling 

Gerard Fullarton 
John Gardiner 
Julia Godinho 
Andrew Head 
Karen Hogg 

Dallas Homewood 
John Mangan 

Andrew McGowan 
Deana Moore 

George Rustean 
Lyn Simmonds 

Deanne Sliskovic 
Adelaide Soccio 

Trish Spottiswood 
Robert Van Keulen 

Georgie Greenwood 
Leesa Horn 
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Followed by afternoon tea 

Sunday 11th June 2006 
At the Whitehorse Centre 

 
 

Put it on your Calendar—We’d love to have all our current 
and past members there for this very special event. 



 

 
Congratulations to the following for their 

Lyrebird Nominations for 2005 

The following nominations are for Me and My Girl.  We 
knew we had a great show, now we’ve got the nomina-

tions to prove it—Well done everybody. 
 
 

Sound (Musical or variety over 30K) - Greg Ginger 
 

Set (Musical or variety over 30K) - Rachel Melors 
 

Lighting  (Musical or variety over 30K)  - Jason Bovaird 
 

Highly Comm. Performance (Musical) - Geoff Sussman 
 

Best Actress (Musical)  - Philipa Chalke 
 

Best Actor (Musical)  - Shannon Pincome 
 

Best Production—Musical  - Me and My Girl  
 
 
Special mention must go to Jason Bovaird who has been 
nominated for no less than six Lyrebird Awards.  Five for 
lighting and one for Set Design.  As three of his nomina-
tions are in one category and there are no other contend-
ers it seems that he has at least one Lyrebird Award to his 
credit even before the big night.  Congratulations Jason. 

 

As one of this production’s cast I want to thank all involved for making Tarantara a wonderful 
time of fun, camaraderie, great music and quick costume changes. 
 
It never ceases to amaze me that we can gather so many talented people who are willing to 
give of their time to work diligently and creatively to produce a piece of musical theatre for 
others to enjoy.  Most of us are involved because we love it, and while Tarantara may not 
have been the most successful of productions, I will remember it fondly because I couldn’t 
say that I’ve worked with a better bunch of folk.  There were no elevated egos, hissy fits or 
obvious cliques that can be common to theatre, and for that I thank you. 
 
Special mention must go to our directors Rose and Juliette who guided us patiently toward 
the end goal, a difficult task when the cast changed from one rehearsal to the next.  Of course our leads, Bill, Ed 
and Basil must be commended for committing to memory mountains of dialogue and our costumiers Olwyn, Marga-
ret and Maddy are to be thanked once again for providing a large cast with an even larger wardrobe.  Bruce Pack-
ard’s diction alone was worth a Lyrebird Award and Trevor Howlitt did a great job at late notice as our SM.  There 
were numerous cameos that brought a spark to each night’s performance.  I’d love to mention all the highlights and 
everyone involved but that is not possible.  I hope to see you all again on stage soon because in my book you are 
all stars.                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                Keren Evans 

 

Help Needed 
 

Help is desperately needed 

to move items from our 

store at Fleigner Hall to our 

temporary storage facility in 

Glen Waverley.  Work is most likely to be car-

ried out during the first two weeks of January.  

If you are available please contact Wayne  

Motton on 9428 2210, 0414 939 733 or  

wmotton@netlink.com.au  

 

2005 Lyrebird Awards Invitation 
 
 

“ A Marvelous Masquerade”  
 

Sat 11th  Feb 2006 
 

Karralyka Centre  -  
Mines Road, Ringwood 

 

5.30pm to midnight 
 

Tickets: adult $50.00  
14 yrs and under $33.00 

 
Booking 9786 6040 

 

Awards, Entertainment 
3 course dinner, drinks,  DJ, and dancing 

Dress code: formal plus mask 
After party—Midnight to 5am Dorset gardens. 

 Lyrebird Awards 
Nominations 



 

 

Current Committee Members 
 

Office Bearers 
 

President: Alan Wright 
Vice President: Wayne Motton 

Secretary: Lois Moran 
Treasurer: Neil Spitzer 

 
General Committee Members 

 
              Paul Bennett         Paul Hansen 
              Owen Davies        Ron Harvey 
              Keren Evans         George Rustean 

                            Chris Wright 

Babirra Personals 
Di Shepherd who has worked with 
BMT over many years as a performer, 
choreographer and director has just 
announced her engagement to Grant 
Heale.  They are looking for an ap-
propriate date during late 2006 
or early 2007.  We are sooooo 
excited for you both -  
Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Zak Brown  
and Adrienne George who have  
announced their engagement.  After 
years of saying he would never get married Zak has 
obviously met the right woman to change his mind.  
Both Zak and Adrienne have performed with BMT in a 
number of shows and are well known to many of our 
members. 

Barry and Lorraine Page send greetings to everyone 
from Western Australia.  Barry has leant a few items 
out to friends over the years and is trying to retrieve 
them.  He is particularly looking for fast slides from 
Desert Song and a book that is a  
compilation of funny happenings in the 
theatre (not sure of title).  If you have 
either of these items could you contact 
Barry at bazlor1@optusnet.com.au.  

Our thoughts are with Bob Adam, 
long time member of BMT who is not 
well at the moment.  Our crew will 
know Bob as one of the best fly op-
erators around—he’s certainly had 
enough practice having served BMT 
on the fly crew for many years.  We 
will pray for a complete recovery and 
hope to hear of your improved health 
very soon. 

With songs such as ©A Secretary is Not a Toy©, 
©Coffee Break© and ©Brotherhood of Man©. We©re  

going to have a lot of fun with this one. 
 

Director: Di Shepherd 
Musical Director: Graeme Burnham 

 

Coming in October 2006 
 

Committee  
Member  
Focus 

Owen Davies 
Owen first heard about BMT in 1988 when he came 
to see a friend in Iolanthe. Well before the end of the 
show he knew he wanted to be up there singing and 
performing. So, after some hurried practice and a 
scratchy audition, he was in the ensemble for the 
next production, Yeomen Of The Guard. He recalls 
being so nervous on opening night that his knees 
were trembling uncontrollably. 
 
Over the next 4 years Owen was a regular in BMT’s 
shows and concerts, playing the role of Foreman in 
Trial By Jury. He has particularly fond memories of 
singing in Haydn’s “Mass In Time of War” in St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, as part of a fund-raiser for the res-
toration of their organ. 
 
In 1993 work and other commitments saw him take a 
“short” break which extended for 10 years. Anxious to 
make up for lost time, he started singing lessons with 
David Ross-Smith and rejoined BMT for Pirates in 
2004. Carmen will be his fourth BMT show in a row. 
Owen has also performed with the G & S Society and 
Williamstown Light Opera and has sung with the 
Royal Melbourne Philharmonic Choir. 
 
Owen currently works in the I.T. Department at Mel-
bourne Trading Post. His role covers software devel-
opment, training, project management and support. 
 
Owen joined BMT’s Committee of Management this 
year and really enjoys being involved in the running 
of something he loves. 

A colourful and comic 
look at climbing the 

1950’s corporate ladder 


